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ſhould continue in that demoliſhid, ruin'd Condition, to 

which it was reduced in Conſequence of the Tre 
Utrecht, that we cannot be ſurprized at the great Un- 
| eaſineſſes and Complaints, fince the Publick became ac- 
quainted with the Progreſs the French have been ſuffer'd to 

make towards reſtoring that Pert and Harbour, 

The Confideration of this Affair hath been brought into Par- 
liament; where, tho? it has not met with Cenſure, it has not 
met with Approbation. The Wiſdom of the Commons did 
not think fit, in a ConjunQure, repreſented to be ſo critical, 

to ſpeak in Form on what has paſſed, They contented them- 
ſelves, for the preſent, with thanking his Majeſty for the In- 
ſtances he made to Fraxce. The Iſſue of theſe important Affairs 
| is (till depending, and may probably occaſion a farther Enquiry, 
In the mean Time, it muſt be of Service to inform the 
Publick, more particularly than has been yet dong, of the 
Whole TranſaQions hitherto relating to it. My Intention 
therefore is, agreeably to the Title perfized to theſe Papers, to 
ſtate, as exaQly as | am able, the Sum of what has 1 in 
ide Diſputes about the Demolition of Dunkirk, from the Tre 
of Utrecht to the laſt Seſſion of Parliament; and to make ſuc 
Obſervations on the Conduct of Great Britain and of Fraxce, 
' as ſeem to my belt Judgment obviouſly and undeniably to 
| reſult from the Series of Fas, | 
I do not fit down to write with a Deſign to flatter or to 
aſpetſe any Perſon whatſoever. * But I ſhall follow the Matter 
before me, and according as I am led by ir, I ſhall commend 
or blame wich all that Freedom, which the Subjects of this 
Kingdom are (till in Poſſeſſion of, and which | hope we ſhall 
never reſign, as long as there remains a Tongue to ſpeak, and 
an Hand to act in Great Britain. 
le who attacks a Miniſter, or any other Man, without 
ſufficient Foundation, is certainly guilty of a very great Crime. 
But he, who attacks with Fact and Reaſon on his Side, is ſo 
far an honeſt Man and a good Subject. His Writings are no 
Libels, That odious Term belongs to thoſe, which are pub- 


| liſhed agajaſt him, 
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| Who I am that undertake this Task may, perhaps, be t 
Odject of ſome People's Curioſity. But that is a Matter of 
no Importance to the Merits of the Cauſe. Let them examine 
the Facts I advance, and weigh the Arguments T employ, and 
the Obſervarians I make; if ih firſt gre apt founded in Truth, 


and the others in Reaſon, Jet them ttĩumph in myQefear, ho- 


ever I am. But if the firſt will bear the Touchſtone, and if © 
the others preponderate in the Scale, let them not ſubmit to 
me, but let them ſubmit to Truth and Reafbn, by whomſoever 
preſented to them. 55 | 5 
I do not apprehend, that any of our political riters will be 
in the Caſe of triumphing on this Occafion ; and 1 am very 


ſure that many of them will not ſubmit even in the other Caſe, 


When Argument fails, they have Recourſe to their uſual To- 
picks of K 7 
nat, fair Gentleman in one Paper; a petit Maitre of Fifty in 
another; and 2 elſe in a Third; for each of theſe Au- 
thors ſuppoſes the Man he writes againſt to be the Perſon he 
has the moſt Mind to rail at, or is beſt paid for railing at. 


ibaldry and Adulation. I ſhall very probably be = 


Our Miniſters will be Heroes in all; the profonndeſt Srateſmen; 


the maſt diſintereſted Parriots; and our flouriſhing Condition at 

Home, as well as the noble Figure we make Abroad, will be the 

Subject of much Declamation. 1 
ow all this will do little Hurt and little Good, either to 


the Perſons rr or to the Perſons tickled. But it would - 


do a great deal of Hurt to the Publick, if it ſhould divert 
in any Degree, that national Spirit, with which the Caſe of = 
Dunkirk ought to be confider'd. 5 

Among all the Artifices which are employed to keep Man- 


kind from ſeeing and embracing the Truth, no one is more 


oſs, and there is but one more prevalent, than that of turn- 
Ing their Eyes from Things to Perſons. If a falſe Heart, a 
foul Tongue, and a Front of Braſs can create Prejudices againſt 
the moſt innocent Man alive, the bare Suſpicion that ſuch a 
Man is of an Opinion, ſhall be urged as an Argument againſt 
it, and on that ſolid Foundation it ſhall be eſtabliſhed that Two 
and Three are not equal to Five. But this is not all; for as 


Prejudices are applied to this Purpoſe, ſo are Partialities. In : 


Caſes, where private Honour and publick Juſtice are both 


concerned, the Conſequence of hurting a Man, in whoſe F- 


vour we have been made to entertain an habitual, though 
groundleſs Partiality, is ſometimes prefs'd as a Reaſon for 
complying with neither. Theſe Miſchiefs, like many others, 
are chiefly to be found where Parties have long prevailed; an 

jt often happens that they continue to have ſome Effect, even 
when the Parties ſubliſt no longer, and among thoſe, _ 


3 4 "Gd. | 
have all the ſame Views, becauſe they have all the ſame 


"Whether. any Attempts like theſe have been lately made to 
influence — Men in the Caſe of Dunliri, | hall not 


determine. But it cannot be amiſs to warn againſt them at all 
Times, and eſpecially when we ſee ſo much. Pains taken to 
keep theſe Prejudices and theſe Partialities alive. | 
| have now done with my Preface, which may be thought 
too long. I wiſh it could be thought unneceſſary. = 


WHETHER the Demolition of Dunkirk does, in 8 
great Meaſure, ſecure exaQtly * Seven-ninths of the 
Trade of Exgland from the Power of France at Sea, as it has 
been aſlerted, I ſhall not trouble my ſelf to calculate, neither 
ſhall I examine , how far this Pore may juſtly be deem'd 
our Rival in Time of Peace, by fupporting ſome conſiderable 
Branches of the French ManufaQures, and by carrying on a 
| Trade to the Weſt- Indies, which has been infiſted upon like- 
| ' wiſe. ln general, it will not be denied, that the French have 
anno d our Trade, and promoted their own excreamly, by 
ho 2— Situation and other Advantages of the Port of 

Dauner. 

To make therefore a true Judgment in the preſent Caſe, it 
is ſufficient to lay a Foundation, which few Men will at- 
| tempt to controvert, and which no Man can controvert, with» 

out expoſing himſelf to Ridicule, or to ſomething worſe than 
Ridicule, to the Abhorrence of every honeſt Heart. 
Ihe Foundation I mean to lay is contain'd in theſe Pra- 
; poſitions, | 

Firſt, The declared Senſe of the Brizif6 Nation, at the Time 

5 af making the laſt Treaty of Peace with France, was, that 
[ee -- | | _ Dunkirk Gould be no more either a fortified City, a fortified 
t ff Por, or even an anfortified Harbour. | 
— | Secondly, France conſented to the Demolition of Daxkirk 
; in this Senſe, and engag d never to reſtore it again in any one 

of theſe Reſpects. | | 23 | 
7 | Theſe Propoſitions are fully proved by the gth Article of 
5 | che Treaty of Utrecht; By which Great Britain required, and 
 þ F#ranceconſented, that all the bartifications of the City of Dunkirk 
| ſhould be razed; Thoſe towards the Sea in two Months, Thoſe 
towards the Land in three Months. Thus far the Article ſtipu- 
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CC) 
fortified Port, and if no more had been intend 


Slnices or 


it ſays, 711. that che Harbour ſhall be filled up, and that the 
The naked Harbour it ſelf was therefore to 4 


Sea. After all theſe Stipulations follows zbis expreſs Conditi- 


Treaty of Utrecht, nor can have, while that Treaty ſubſiſts, 


any more Right to open, or by Reparations to help to open 


the Harbour of Daxkirk, than ſhe has to re-build the Fortifica- 


was before the Demolition. 


pal Part of. the Article, for ſuch it was then eſteem'd, effectu- 


ally to ſpoil the ſame, and render it impracticable for the ſuture. 
Streets. Nay, they were to ſee the Read, which lies before the 
as much as poſſible any Ships coming in for the future. 


the late Queen, while the Treaty was in Negotiation, to have 


ted, bur hoped and preſſed, that the Queen would allow one 


rended, by the People of the Country, before he fortified the 
Place, to carry off the Waters, and fave the low Lands from 
Inundations. Even this Application prov'd fruitleſs, The 
Article was inſiſted upon, and was accordingly paſſed with- 
out any Exception. | | 


* 


| Hates the Demolition of Dunkirk as a fortified City, and 4 6 
no more 
would have been ſaid ; but the Arzicle ſays a great deal more; 


les, which ſerve to clean the Harbour ſpallle levelled. 
__—_ deſttroy'd as 
well as the Fortifications towards the Land and towards the 


on, That the ſaid Fortifications, Harbours, Moles, or Sluices be 
never repair'd again, So that France has never had, ſince the 


tions of that City, and to render it in every Reſpect what it 
The late Queen Azze was ſo ſollicitous to have this princi- 


ally perform'd, that when ſhe ſent her Commiſſioners to 
Dunkirk to ſee the Demolition of that Place executed, ſhe gave 
them the moſt particular Inſtructions imaginable on this Head. 
They were not only to ſee the Moles, and Jettees, and Keys, 
and Sluices demoliſhed, but they were to ſee the Stone: belongs - 
— ing to them, even the Stones of the Keys fur ſhipping and 125 5 


ing Goods, thrown into the Canal or Harbour, the more effedtu- 


They were to fee the Channel of each Sluice fill'd up with 
Earth from the next Rampart, till it was made level with the 


Entrance of the Harbour, {paid as much as poſſible; and the 
Reaſon for this particular InſtruQion is there given, 16 prevent 


The late King of France had tried, by his Miniſters at Utrechz, 
and even by a ditect and ſtrong Appſication from himſelf ro 


the Rigour of the Nixth Article in ſome Degree ſoftened. He 
did not deſire that any thing, which had been erected to fortify 
the Town, or make and preſerve the Harbour, ſhould be ſpa- 


Slulce to be left, which had been ereQed, as it was then pre- 


Not difcouraged by this, the Inhabitants of Dunkirk ſent 
over a Deputy, who was warmly ſupported by the Abele. 


. 


oppoſed that Adminiſtration, were aſhamed of ſome weak At- 


- the Conſequence of it, and the Neceflity of executing it with 
the utmoſt Rigour. T 
molition of the Forrifications to the Land and to the Sea ſuffi- 


(93 


vorof France. Several freſh Inſtances were made, and all Eu- 


deavours were uſed to move the Queen's Compaſſion, by de- 
firing; as a Grace, what they pretended no Right to by Treaty, 
that the Slnice of Furnes at leaſt might be preſerved, to carry 


the Water off from the Country, and, to preſerve the Town 


from Filth, Stench, and the Conſequence thereof, InfeQion. 


But the Queen, who was reſolved that Daxkirk ſhould have 
1 neither aforrified Port, nor even a naked Harbour, knew by the 


Reports of. her Commiſſioners, that Mr. Armſtrexg, one of 
their Number, abſolutely denied the Neceflity of preſerving 


 _ thoſe Sluices, in order to diſcharge the Waters of the Coun- 
try. She was informed likewiſe, by. the Report of the ſame 
Commiſſioners, that if any of the Sluices remained, it wonld 


be impoſſible to prevent the Harbour from being kept open; where- 


41 they were all deſtroy'd, a ſmall Space of Time would ef- 
Jednally fill up the Harbour. She continued therefore inflexible, 
and beſides ſeveral other Anſwers to the ſame Effect, given to 


the French Ambaſſador, and to the Deputy of Danxkirk, upon 


_ theſe Occaſions, a Secretary of State was order'd, upon one 


of them, to write to the Britiſh Miniſter at Parit, to acquaint 


| that Court, zbat the Queew will infiſt, that by the Treaty, all 
things are to be defiroges, quæ eluendo portui inſerviunt, which 
(4 


ſerve to cleauſe the Harbour. Tat no Diſtinctiam is there- 
iu made of what contributes accidentally, and what directiy to 
this Parpoſe—That the French Miniſters had inſiſted at Utrecht 


to have ſuch an Exception inſerted in the Treaty; that it was 


Poſuively refuſed, and that they ſubmitted=m==T bat under a c 


| Titable Prezence of ſaving the Country, the French wonld ſave 
the Harbour In ſhort, that be muſt let Monfieur de Torcy 
feel, and by bim the 15 05 that the Queen ſees plainly the Cor- 


reſpondence between his Officers and the People of the Town, who 


are unwilling to loſe their Harbour. 


I might deſcend into more Particulars ; but theſe are, I 


think, ſufficient to eſtabliſh the two Propoſitions advanced 
above. The Intention of the late Queen, and of thoſe who 
negotiated, by her Orders, the Treaty of Urrechs, was to de- 
ſtroy Daxkirk for ever, not only as a Fortreſs, but as a Sea- 
Port. To this the French ſubmitted, tho? with much Reluctan- 
ey; and in this at leaſt the Miniſters at that Time were ſecon- 


ded by the Voice of the whole Nation. Even Thoſe, who 


tempts made to depreciate this important Article of the Uzreche 
Treaty. They ſoon took the other Part. They ſounded hi 


hey were ſo far from thinking the-De- 
cient, 


my 


. 


Cient, that the Me and Harbour were call'd by thetn}andil 
think rightly, The Terror of the Britiſh Nation, In a Word, 
they aſſerted boldly, that nothing leſs: than the total DeſtraQion 
of the Harbour, as well as the Demolition of the Forsrfications, 
canld anſwer the Expectations of the Britiſh Nation, |» | 

Such was the lſſue of the firſt Diſpntes about Danktirh, a2 
little before the Death of the late Queens The Feu were 
obliged to proceed to a total Deſtruction of it, after: having in 
vain employ'd a Multitude of Artifices, and a Moultitude of 

Pretences, to avoid the ſtrict and full Execution of the Trea- 
ty of Utrecht in this Point. | e | 

They turn'd themſelves therefore to another Method, and JF 
began to cleanſe and widen the Canal of Mardyte. - The Pre 
tences of doing it were the ſame as had been urged in order to 
favethe Port of Dazkirk, under Colour of ſaving the Country 
from Inundations, But the plain Deſign of this Work was to 
open a new Harbour at Dankirk, and a new Communication 

As the Work proceeded, this Deſign became every Day . 
more evident, by the Breadth and Depth which were given to 
the Canal of Mardyke, and by the enormous Size of the new 
Sluice, larger than that at Dawkirh, and vaſtly beyond any Pro- 
—— that could be pretended neceſſary for carrying off the 
Waters, or even for receiving Fiſher-Veſſels, and other ſmall 


Craft, | | 2955 1 
As the Deſign became more evident, the Repreſentations 
againſt it became more frequent and ſtrong. - But the Froveb 
drew the Affair into length, by the common Arts of Negoti- 
ation, and in the mean time-purſued their Enterprine wh all 
the-Vigour and Diſpateh imaginable ; till the late King, reſoly. 
ing not to - ſuffer ſo manifeſt à Violation of the my WM 
Utrecht, ſent the Earl of Stair to the Court of . Fraxce, ſoon 
after his Accefſiog to the Crown, 4 f 
This Miniſter proceeded on the ung eſtabliſh d at firſt, 
and hitherto not once departed from. The true Senſe of the 
Treatyof Utrecht, ſays he, in one of bis Memorials, ad the 
Intention of Great Britain is, bat Dunkirk h nevir beaver « 
Der again. From: whence he argues, that fince the Port af 
Mardyhe is in its Uſe a Port to the City of Dunkirk, as much 
as theold one was, the King of Great ritain would have I- - 
ed. as * to 2 had n and 1 the Name of it 
cha as to fee another Port, la and more convenient, 
— at a League to the, Welfward. % FX, 
Te Anſwers which the Court of Fance made to alt theſe. 
-Reparations, were very far from giving Satisfaction; but the 
Fumneſs which the Earl of Stair ſhewed, and perhaps __ | 
n Cc bg 


* 


* 


7 Eliging State of «Lewis XIVth, p 'd on the French Coun- 
cils. to ſtop — carrying on wp Wards probably with the 

— Views as they have acted fince, to quiet the preſent Cla- 

mour, and to begin again upon the e | 


Such was the liſue of the ſeco iſpures about Daxkirh, 
whey the late Rae France died. The French never depar- 
ted from their Pretenſions, groundleſs as they were, nor ruin- 
ed the Works they had made at Mardyke. They kept one 
alive, and only ſuſpended the other. SE 
The late King therefore, inſtead of dropping the Affair, 
continued to puſh it, and to ſhew that he was determined, at 
any — to have another ſort of Satisfaction than he had yet 
receiv , | * 5 . 

This SatisſaRian he abtained ſaon after, by a Proviſional 
Agreement made with the Miniſter of France at Hampton: Court, 
ig the Month of September 1716, and inſerted inthe Triple De» 
fenfive Alliance concluded at the Hague between Great Britain, 
France, and the States General in January, 1717. | 

The Duke of Orleans was now Regent of France, His 
political Intereſts led him to defire the Friendſhip of the. late 

Ling. This Diſpoſition was cultivated and improved on our 
Parts, and the Union between the two Courts grew to be ex- 
tremely intimate. But as Greas Britaiwand France aQted in con- 

cert like Friends, fo they > together in thoſe Days like 
Equals. If we uſed their Help, we leut them ours. The De- 
pendence was at leaſt mutual, and when our ſeparate Intereſts 
came into Competition with theirs, far from fearing to aſſert 
our Right, leſt we ſhould diſoblige our Friends, we treated 
with them like an independent Nation, who knew that it is, or 
may be always made the Intereſt of France to keep Meaſures 


With Greet Britain, as much as it can become atany time the 


fectual Execution of the Ninth Article of the 


| Intereſt of Great Britain to keep Meaſures with France, 

This appeared very remarkably on the Occaſion we were 
| maniaging, The Regent was not, I ſuppoſe, more ſcrupu- 
Jous than the late King of France, nor leſs deſirous of regain- 
ng any Advantage which had laſt, or given up; and yet 
was forced to yield to all that we inſiſt upon, for the ef- 
re of Utrecht, 
His late Majeſty did indeed at this Time conſent, that the 
5; cane opened 8 Mardyke, ſhould ſubfil, for carrying off the 
Waters, and for the ſutle Commerce neceſſary to ſupply that 

part of the Country with Proviſions. This was a Conceffion 
which had nat been made before; aud which the French had not 
apt 4 Right to expect. But ſurely it was wiſe to make it 
iu the Manner, and on the Conditions on which it was made. 
> - SR $6 


“ 
As long as a King of France had the plauſible Pretence f 
faving his SubjeQs from drowning, or flarving, to cover his 
Deſigns, it was obvious enough, by all that had paſſed, that 
the Deſign of reſtoring Dankirk, under this Pretence, would 
never be laid aſide. pre late King therefore, in order to de- 
feat the Deſign once for afl, refolv'd to take the Pretence 
entirely away. | "ol 
By the Fourth Article of the Triple Alliance, the great new 
Sluice made at Mardyke, and all the Jettees erected along the 
Strand, are iq be deſtroy'd, and not to be made uſe of for any 
Port, Haven or Slaice at Dunkirk, or as Mardyke, or at an 
other Place within two Leagues Diſtance of either of theſe; the 
Intention of the contracting Parties, aud the End tubieb they 
propoſe to themſelves by this Treaty, being, That no Port, Har- 
hour, Fortification, Sluice, or Baſon, ſhall be made or built at 
Dunkirk, at the Sluice of Mardyke, or at any other Place what- 
Soever upon the Coaſt, within the Diſtance before mentioned. 


By the ſame Article it was ſtipulated likewiſe that the O. ue Ea 


or Jettees, on both ſides of the old Canal or Port of Daxkirk, 
ſhould be entirely demoliſhed down tu the Strand, and that ſome 
other Things ſhould be further done, which might be neceſſary 
to the more compleat Deſtruction of the Harbour, * 
Tais being conſented to on the Part of France, his Majeſty 
conſented that the little Sluice on the Canal of Mardyke ſnould 
remain, provided the breadth of it was reduced to fixteen 
Foot. | 
All theſe Stipulations were made with the greateſt Clearneſs 
poſſible; and the moſt exact Specifications of every thing ne- 
ceſſary to render them effectual, are contained in the Treaty. 
Such was the Iſſue of the Diſputes about Dwuxhirk, in the 
Time of the late King; and ſurely there was good Reaſon to 
hope, after the Settlement then made, that we ſhould hear of 
them no more. The Frexch were gratified in two Points, for 
which alone they contended, at leaſt avowedly; and Dankirk 
was reduced to be no more a fortified Town, a fortified Port, 
or even an anfortiſied Harbour. | | 
But to the great Detriment and Misfortune of our Nation, 
ſo it is, that we have greater Reaſon than ever to renew theſe 
Diſputes. What the French were not ſuffer'd to attempt by 
#hat Adminiſtration, which Sir Richard Steele call'd the French 
Adminiſtration, they have been lately ſuffer'd to do. Inſlead 
of not executing one Treaty fully, they have proventy violated 
Two. They actually enjoy the Benefit of the Canal of Mar- 
dyke, which was indulged to them, that there might remain no 
Colour forever opening that of Dazkirk; and in the midſt of 
this Enjoyment, They have opened, They have repaired wy | 


— 


1 TG» - 7 
of Dunkirk, and contrived their Work ſo, that whenever they 
think proper to finiſh it, Dazkirk will be at once a better Har- 


|  bour than it was, when it ſtood the Glory of France, and the 


Terror of Britain. | | 
I proceed to the particular Facts, which ſupport theſe gene- 
tal Allegations, 7 | ; 
Col. Laſflls, one of the Commiſſaries appointed to ſee the 
Fourth Article of the Treaty of 1717 fully and effeQually exe- 
cnted, continued at Dzxkirktill the Year 1725, that memorable 
Eta, when the Treaty of Hanover was made, and from 
 whenceſo many things, which will not be eaſily or ſoon for- 
got, are to be dated, How this Officer came to be recall'd, 
juſt in that critical Point of Time, has not been explain'd, Per- 
haps we may begin to gueſs at the Reaſons, when we have gone 
a little farther in the preſent Enquiry. 
It is agreed on all hands, that whilſt he continued at Dan- 
kirk, the old Port and Harbour remained impraQicable, as by 
Treaty they are to remain; and that the little peddling Trade 
w hich the Freuch had there, was carried on by very ſmall Veſ- 
ſels, and through the Canal of Mardyke alone. 
About two Years after he had been recall'd, Rumours be- 
an to ſpread, that the Port of Danuktirk was opened again. 
Theſe Rumours were contirm'd by ſeveral Perfons who had 
 paſs'd that Way; and our Miziſters, even without receiving 
any Intelligence from Abroad, could not be ignorant of the 
ruth of the Fact, ſince it appeared by the Entries at the Cu- 


Vo flom- houſe, that Ships were continually going and coming from 


the Port of Dankirk, | | 

As the Works for repairing this Port advanced, the Trade 

_ of the Place, and the Noiſe about it encreaſed. Nay, theſe 
Works were carried forward in ſo publick a manner at laſt, 

that it became impoſſiole any longer to forbear conclading, 

either that our Miniſters had not been able to prevail on thoſe 

of Fraxce, to ſlop this Violation of the Treaty, or elſe that 


they connived at it. 


In this State of Things, and under ſuch Apprehenſions as theſe, 
ſome Members of the Houſe of Commons reſolved to lay this Mat- 
ter before the Commitee of the whole Houſe, appointed to take into 
Conſideration the State of tbe Nation. The Importance of it did, 
in their Opinions, deſerve the moſt ſolemn Proceedings, and the 
Nature of it required, that no more Time ſhould be loſt in 
ſtopping the Growth of an Evil, which became, by every Day's 

Delay, greater and harder to cure. They got therefore ſuch 
Evidence of particular Fact, as they judg'd ſufficient ; and 
they concealed their Enquiries with all the Care they could, 
Jeſt the Witneſſes might be prevented, by Power or Arie, 
„ bogs 32 e rom 
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from appearing; or when they did appear, from ſpeaking at 
lainly and fully in pxblick, as they had done in private. This 
recaution, Which is, or ought always to be taken in Caſes 
of this Kind, was ſurely as neceſſary as ever, on the Occh- 
fion we ſpeak of; and the Complaints, which have been made 
of it, are indeed below Animadvet ſian. | 
1 When, in Conſequence of theſe Meaſures, it was moved 
in the Committee of the whole Houſe, that ſome Perfons, at- 
tending at the Door, ſhould be called in, to give an Account 
of the Condition of the Port and Harbour of Duxkirk * *** 
attempted at firſt ro hinder this Motion from paſſing; But the 
Senſe and Inclination of the Committee running ſtrongly 
againſt him, this Attempt failed of Snccefs, FE 
The Hitneſſes were called in; and they gave clear diſlinct 
Accounts to the following Effect. | 15 IF 
Tat the Port and Harbour of Daxkirk, which had been 
demoliſhed in purſuance of the Treaty of Utrecht, ſo that 
the ſmalleſt Fiſhing-Boat could not go in to them afew Years 
ago, are how made capable of receiving great Numbers of 


Ships of conſiderable Burthen ——— That from fixtyto eighty 


Veſſels are frequently co be ſeen there at a Time; and that 

the Port is capable of containing more than One Hundred 
and Fifty — That, in order to make it fo, the Sluice of 

Farnes has been re-eſtabliſhed, and the Piles of the Damme, 


raiſed at the Time of the Demolition a-crofs the Entrance : 
of the Harbour, have been pulled up Thar ſeveral Works, 


in which the Soldiers as well as other Perſons were em 
ploy'd, have been carried on from Time to Time, for elean- 
ling the Harbour; for hindering the Mud and Sand from com- 
ing in to it; for repairing the Jettees; 'for 2 5 
Tides from flowing a-croſs the Channel, and thereby keep- 
ing it choaked up; for making Keys where Goods are loaded 
and unloaded as commodiouſly as before the Demolition, and 
for procuring to this Port many other Conveniencies of Trade 
and Navigation——— That an Exgliſp built Ship, which 
trades from Dankirk to St. Domingo, was actually in the 
Hatbour lying at the Keys, beſides ſeveral Dutch aud other 
Ships, which trade to the e Indie. Thar Ships of Force 
had been built and launch'd there lately, and one particularty 
in January laſt, which failed our of the Harbour with Twenty» 
fur Guns mounted, and is able to carry Thirty fia In a 
Word, that ſome of the many Works which have been made 


for reitoring the Harbour of 'Dankirk, ate already put into as 


good a Condition as ever; that the Trade of the Town is by 
_ theſe Means very much encreaſed within theſe two Years; 
aud that the Pilots, who lie upon the Coalt, refuſe * 00 
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Veſſels any longer into the Canal of Mardyke, having Or- 
ders not to do it. That the Canal of the is brought 
ſo near to the great Sluice, that by removing a ſmall Quan- 
tity of Earth more, the whole Body of Water, which is at 
preſent carried into that Canal from thoſe of Berg and the 
More, may be carried into the old n and into that Part 
of the Harbour, where the Men of War formerly lay up- 
on the whole Matter, that the Port of Dzxkirk may now v 
ſoon, and at no great further Expence, be render'd as ——_ 


and perhaps better than it was before the Deſtruction of it, 


in all reſpects, ex to the Fortifications, ——— The Vit. 
neſſes added that che Works, which had been carried on, 
at ficſt, with ſome kind of Privacy, were afterwards continu- 
ed without Diſguiſe, and ſince laſt Auguſt with more Vigour 


I than before; nay, that they were aRually carrying on, not» 


wikending the Badneſs of the Seaſon, in January and 


The Witneſſes, who proved theſe Facts, were Maſters 
Veſſels and others, who make frequent Voyage to Dunkirk, 
and who ſpoke to nothing but what they had had frequent 
Oceaſſons of obſerving ; ſo that their Evidence was, upon 


very ftri&, to uſe no harſher a Word, Croſi-Examination, con- 


firmid in every Part, and ſupported in the ſtrongeſt Manner. 
As clear as it was, and as unqueſtionable as the Truth of it 
appeared to be, Reaſons were urged why no Re/o/utions ſhould 


be, at that time, taken upon it, The Chief of theſe Reaſons 


were, that Colonel Arm/irong had been lately ſent to Fast; 
that his Preſence would be neceſſary in à further Examing- 
tion of this Matter; and that a Time ought therefore to be 
allow'd, in which he might be able to return; that ſeveral 
Papers would likewiſe be call'd for, to 'ſhew what had been 
8 2 2 Care the vu i had mage about 
this Affair; and that the getting theſe Papers ready for the 
Houſe would require Time alſo, Theſe Reaſons were 
acquieſced in, tho“ it was not hard to foreſee what might - 


be effected by Delay. 


The Committee was adjourn'd.; Papers were call'd for; 


the *Commitree was again put off on the ſame Pretences for a 


Fortnight; ſeveral Papers were brought; and, the Day before 
it was to ſit again, there were communicated to the Ho 


by his Majeſty's Jommand, Copies of a * Letter from the 


n J - þ — 


— 


— 


* The Dutk's Latter to This and ew was dated Febrwery the 


ry - 


33th, 1739-30, S p. of 
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D. ef N. 2% Mr. Pointz; of an Anſwer from Mr. 4 Pointz; 
and of the following Order obtain'd from the Cours of 


ance, 1925 5 IG <3 
| — "TR TEN 

4 THE Sieur Capt. of his Majeſty's Ships, is order'd 
% 4 to repair immediately to the Port of Daukirk, thereto 
draw up an exact State of the preſent Condition of the 
* Canal and Port of the ſaid Town, and to make his Re- 
port thereof. His Majeſty enjoyns the ſaid Sieur to cauſe 


* to be demolimed all the Works that may have been erected | 


„ in Contravention to the Treaty of Utrrech: and of the 

Hague, Copy whereof he will find hereunto annexed. 

His Majeſty commands and orders the Governor Com- 
„ mandant of the Place, the Intendants, Engineers, and all 
* other his Officers and Subjects to give all the neceſſary 
_ < Afiiſtance.in Execution of the preſent Order, in Caſe of 
Need. Done at Verſailles the 27th of February 1730. 
% Sign'd Lewis, and underneath Phelypeanx. OS 


Dor Miniſters ſeem'd to applaud themſclves very much on 
the Succeſs of their laſt Application to the French Court; 


and it was talked of, in a triumphant Stile, as if there re- 


main'd no Pretence for proceeding to any farther Examina» 
tion of the preſent State of Dunkirk, But ſurely this was 
unteaſonable on all Accounts; fince if there was any Merit 
in obtaining this Piece of Paper from France, the Merit be» 
lang'd to thoſe wortby Gentlemen, who brought this Affair 
before the Houſe of Commons, and in no ſort to the Mini- 
Hera. Belides which, even upon Suppoſition that France had 


now given us full Satisfaction, and full Security that Dar- 


kirk ſhould be once more demoliſhed, according to the Terms 
of the Treaties of Utrecht and the Hague, it was til} proper 
and neceſſary too that the Commizree' ſhould proceed; — 


cauſe it was proper and neceſſary to diſcover how it had 


come to paſs that the Harbour of :Dunkirk had been, for ſo 
long a Time, repairing without any effectual Oppoſition on 
our Parts. No honeſt Man, who is acquainted with the 
Conſtitution of Parliament, and who knows what the Pro- 


ceedings of the Houſe of Commons have been in the beſt Times, _ 
ill contradi& me in this. Permit me to add, that the Far- 


cility and Expedition, with which the French conſented, up- 
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on this Occaſion, to their laſt Order, adminiſter'd more han 
ordinary Cauſe to ſuſpect that they bad never been preſſeu 
much xpox this Head before. 7 n 
When the Houſe came again into the Committee of the 
State of the Nation, they had before them, belides the zwe 
Letters of our Miniſters and the Anſwer Jon procured from 
France, ſeveral of the Papers, which had been call'd far, 


and the Evidence of ſome freſb 8 produced by thoſe 


Gentlemen, who had produced the former. of 

I fay ſeveral of the Papers which bad been calld for; be- 
cauſe, altho' the Papers call'd for by * * * were all brought 
in; yet of thoſe which had been call'd for by others, ſome 
were kept back, under a Pretence that they could not be 
found in the Offices; and others it was ſaid, would require a 
great deal of Time ta copy, | 

The Papers call'd for by * * * & and deliver'd in, were 
generally Extradts of Letters ; ſo that if one were to ſuppoſe 
an Intention to conceal any Circumſtances from the Knowled 


of the Houſe, this Method would give a ſufficient Opportunity 


of doing it; notwithſtanding which, theſe very Papers, imper- 
fect as they were, confirm'd and ſtengthened all the Evidence 
given at the Bar, px 
In order to be more clear, and to ſtate the whole Matter as 
fairly as | am able, I ſhall rake Notice, in the firſt Place, of 
ſuch Particulars as * in the Papert, or were proved by 
freſh Hieneſſes, in Addition to and Corroboration of what had 
appeared in the preceding Examination ; for nothing contrary 
to it appeared any where. In the next Place, I ſhall give ww—- 
Account of the Conduct of our Miniſters through all theſe 
TranſaQions; for the ExaQtneſs of which I ſhall appeal to 
their own Papers, as I ſhall appeal to the common Senſe of 
Mankind for the Juſtneſs of the Obſervations which I propoſe 
to make as I go along. | | ; NCTE 
It appeared then by :beſe Papers, that in March 1927-8, ac- 
cording to our Stile, the old Harbour of Dankirk was ſo well 


1 ropes, that the Canal of Mardyke was no longer made uſe 
. 


that the Inhabitants work'd at theſe Reparations by Mon- 
light; that the Trade of Dankirk had been carried on there as 


' formerly for cighs Months ; and that a Frigat of 40 Guns was 
2 


fitted in that Harbour, which is ſaid to he in as good a Con- 


dition as formerly, except as to the Condition of the Fortifi 
| cations, Other Advices, very little poſterior to theſe, ſpeak 


of a Sl/aice built in 1727, on the Canal of Farne:; of a new 
Sluice preparing for the Canal of Berg; of Engineers who 
direct, and the King of Fraxce's Troops who carry on theſe 
Works. — a BE | 


* 


— 


TE J 1 
As this Account from the Papers agrees with the Accoun 
given by the firſt R ſo the Evidence af the ſoc 
4 ane rees perfectly with ber; fos the ſaid that t 
Slzices of Furnes had been opened about Auguſt 1727 8 8 
about eight Months before the Month of Mare, 1727-8, Old 
Stile; that about Odfaber, 1727, the Piles, wah barred the 

ur, had been drawn, and that there was Water enough 
in it for a Ship of 400 Tons, They confirmed, that Numbers 
of Men, moltly So{diers, were employ'd an theſe Works. 
Mr. Armſtrong was ſent in Ke 1 with Mr. 13 to 


Dunkirk, and his Report is dated from thence in — 1. 


This Report is in nothing repugnant to the aber Accoungs. On 
the contrary, it enters minutely enough into the Particulars of 


Works then made to reſtore the Harbour, and of the Conſe- 


quences of theſe Works, which the Report agrees to be con- 
* to the expreſs Terms of the Treaty. acinar 


here are, among the Papers, other Advices of the Month 


of May, 1729, concerning »ew Horks carried on at Dautirk, 
and Accounts of what was done upon theſe Advices; but the 
Papers are, froni May and Faly 1729, entirely filent as to 
this whole Affair; = yet it appear'd plainly, by the Evidence 
at the Bar, which was not contradicted, that from Faly, to 
the Time of bringing this Enquiry into the Houſe of Commons 
the French continued to repair and mend the Port of Hanlirł 
with more Application than ever. It is therefore no Wonder 


if the Hitneſſes ſpoke to ſome more Particulars than are to | 


be found in the Papers, 


Thus havel related the Subſtance of what appeared, concern- 
ing the preſent 2 Dunkirk, as well as concerning the Vers 
reach at that Place, fince Mr. Lafſſells was 


carried on by the 
recalled from thence, Some Circumſtances, which | may have 
omitted, to avoid Prolixity and Confuſion, will occur more 


properly in the Second Part; where | propoſe to give an Ac- 


count of the ConguR of our Miniſters, thro! all theſe Tran- 
ſaQions, out of their own Papers. 


Firſt, it appears, by their owe Papery, thet the very ficſt Nor | 


tice, which they took of what the French were doing at 
Dunkirk,” proceeded from a Repreſentation made by the Pes 
fionary of Holland, on Advices he had received from Frexce, 
and which were dated the a6th of March 1728 N. . Now 
the French had been, at this Time, many Months working at 


the Harbour of Daxkirk, and the Trade of that Place had been, N 


during this Time, carried on as former! 
know of this, and do nothing againſt it pl 

States called, in a Manner upon them? This won 
vaxce in the higheſt Degree, Did they wot know 


n 
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y took then no Care to be informed of what paſſed at Danlir l, 
27 Years together, after they had recall'd W 
whoſe Preſence had been a Check upon the French. This 
would be Negle& in the higheſt Degree. The Detch Mini- 
ſter at Paris lent. this Advice to the Pexſionary. : How came 
our Miniſter, at the ſame Court, not to have as good Intelli- 
gence, or having it, not to ſend it hither? ::: 
But there is another Conſideration Mill behind; for if pablick 
Reports did not deſerve their Attention; yet they could not be 
ignorant that the Pore of Dunkirk was opened, | becauſe they 
mult know, at leaſt owe of them muſt know, and ſrom him 
the reſt might have known, by the Entries at our Cafes foot 
* that Ships went daily to it aud came telly Hom it. Neg 2 
might keep them ignorant of the particular Works, by Means 
whereof this Harbuur had been reſtored. But even lect 
could not binder them from knowing that it was, in ſome 
Degree, reſtored ; and that, by Virtue of two ſolemn Treaties, 
over the Obſervation of which it was their Duty to watch, 
3 Duakick was never #0 be, in any Degree, an Harbour again. 
'Y Secondly, as the latter Part of the foregoing. Obſervation 
bears particularly on the Elder, ſo [ Nax that the Ob- 
ſervation [ am] about to make will be found to bear as hard 
on the Younger of that Pair of Brothers, who have had ſo long 
the Direction of the Affairs of this Kingdom; for the Advices, 
which the Peaſie had communicated to car Court, were 
ſent to the Britiſß Miniſter at Paris by the S——— of St——e, 
on the 4th of April 1728, with Orders that he ſhould inform 
himſelf about them, and make the proper Repreſentations to 
the Cardinal, if he Hand them true ; tho" it was net poſlible 
for us to have any Doubt of the Troth of thoſe Facts; con» 
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cerning which, they might have had certain Information from 
ſu many Hands, if their Attention had not been wholly em- 
ploy'd in the neceſſkry Eſtablihment of Dos Carlos. 
17 Anſwer is dated the 29th of April, N. S. and 
it is a curious one indeed. He ſends. over an Information 
which agrees, in the main, with the Advices received from 
the Penſionary; but adds, that the Inhabitants of Dankirh, had 
ſeen, © ſome Time ago, with equal Surprise and Pleaſure; 
* chat in one Night theis Port was opened at once, by the 
„Force of an exiraardinary Tide, which they look'd upon as 
5 * kind of MiRACLE.” In this French le his Excel- 


— — * i 


| _ ® N. B. The Entries of Brandis; from thence were increas'd from 
Goo Tons, in the Year 1727, to above 160g in the Year 1729; and 
the Eatries of Cambrick; from 18,500 half Pieces to above 31,000 
half Pieces ; and 160 Sail of Ships, from 30 to 60 Tons, were enter d at 
the Cuſtom-houſe from this Port in the three Years from 19 25 to 1989, 
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lency feemis to believe; and therefore weil? nee ere. opt 
les ſo the Secretary of State, that a Perſon may be ſent 10 
Datirt to ſee whether what has been done there be any 
thing more than the pure Conſequence of the Tides, befure 
He ſpeaks to the Cardinal in Purſuance' of the Orders ſent 
dy the D. of N. to him. FFF 
On the goth of April, the Secretary writes to the Ambaſſa- 
dor again, and ſends him an Account, which his Majeſty 
nas received, 'y ar Leiter, of the Works which have been 
* cartying'on at Davkirh for the Eſtabliſhment of the Port and 
Harbour there, fromY.Perſon of nndoubred Credit and Skill 
in thole Affairs.“ The Advices of the Peuſſonary are wore 
to be true; and every Step which has been taken at Danhir4, 
is declared to be a direct᷑ Breath of the Treaty of Utrecht, and of 


the Triple Alliance. i.. is directed therefore to infiſt with 


the Cardinal, that immediate Orders be ſent to * 4160 Works, 
and 2 Confidence is expreſi'd, that the Cardinal will take 


—— Care that every thing be rectißed according io the 


reaties above : mention d. All this is enforcd by fome Rea 
ſonings, which would incline one to imagine, that our Mi 
niſters at Home might think it neceffary, at that Time, tu infiſt 
_ ppon the Obſervation of the Treaties. yn” 
But aur Miniſter Abroad did not appear much convinced 


of any ſuch Neceflity; for His Excellency's' Anſwer to this _ 


Diſpaich is more extraordinary than the laſt, and even than 
the miraculows Tide, which, it is pretended, pans the Har- 
bour of Daxhkirk. - writes on the goth of May; that is, 6 
Month aſtet wards to the D. of N. ſends him fome Papers, 
received from the Cardinal, relating to our Complaints about 
| Dankirk; takes no Notice of any Repreſentations made by 
him, in Obedience to the Orders ſent him; but ſays very cool- 


Iy-and very tenderly, that He is wo Competent Fudge of this 


Affair, and can ſay \nothing t0 it. I 
' His Excellency's Temper would almoſt make any honeſt Man 


loſe his Temper ; but let us examine theſe Paſſages with all the | 


Indifference poſſible. | - 

Information, which he ſent the D. of N. agreed with 
that of the Peaſionary, which the D. of N. had ſent him. He 
knew then, by repeated Advices, that it was not the Tides, 
but the inceſſant Labour of the French, which had opened the 
Port, and reſtored the Trade of Daxtirk; with ul the Cireum- 
ſtances already mention'd. He knew, or he might have known, 
that this zziraculous Tide had bappen'd eight Years before, | 
before Mr. Lafſels was recall'd from Daxkirk; and neither had 
been, nor could be of it ſelf effectual to the opening of that 
Port, This being the Caſe (and it is ſo moſt exaftly) on what 
Principle ſhall we account for 4. Doubts, Del 
A « 


greateſt Certainty, that the Advices which the King 


is, owns not only the Truth of fo 


W 


nn, to lay on that impertinent Story of | 
| Bu this is not the worſt, He holds much the ſame CanduR, 
er he has receiv'd a third Inuformgties, confirming the two 
F 


f 
former, coming fram a Perſon af and,, Credit and: Shi 
believed by the King, and made the Foundation of poſitive Or» 
ders to him to infiſt on having an immediate Stop A ray theſe 
Works. He was 10 Andes in this Affair, By Irders were 
nat coxditional.in this Caſe, as in the former, Nothing but a 
receive 
ed, were «xtrae, and that bis Majeſty had been decerved in 
them, could juſtify him for delaying one Moment the Execu- 


1 tion of his Orders. Now, inſtead of this Certainty, what 


had 
he? why he had 4 Paper, drawn up by the Intendant of the 
Manne 4 Dunkick; for which, by the way, he had — 
about a Month; and it happens very unluckily that this Paper 
as inconſiſtent, as ſhuffling, as e en 28 an ir 
me Particulars, contain'd in 
the Advices, which were the Grounds of Complaint, but ac- 
knowledges expredly that ſume Works had been made #9 pre- 
went the Sands from choaking up the Harbowr, Need | go ab 
to prove that, ifi Conſequence of the Treaties, the Harbourls to 
temain chte wp for ever; and that every thing done to pre- 
veut chat, is an Iufraction of theſe Treaties? ? 
I proceed, in the third Place, to take notice of Mr. Arm- 
fireng's Report, This Keport is dated at Dazhirt the 23d of 
eptember 1728, near four Months after the 7 ranſdatiogs laſt 
mentioned, and confirms ſufficiently the Truth of the Advices 
received. —— It takes notice of au 2. Tide, which 
had demoliſhed, in the Month of December, 1720, the great 
atardeas or, Digue; but it obſerves, that the breaklog of this 
igxe was far from opening the Harbour, fince the Sand and 
arth of it, being ſpread by the Flux and Reflux, had fill'd the 
Fort, Baſin, and Channel, ſo that a Bea could not 1 in from 
the Sea ward. lt attributes very jullly the opening the Harho ; 
to the rebuilding the Sluice of Farnes, and augmenting it with 
ſecond Flood-Ggate lt then proceeds to particularize 
everal other Works which had been made, and aſſerts that 


they are all contrary to the expreſi Terms of the Ninth Article 1. 


10% Treaty of Utrecht, and alſo to the Fourth Article . 
the Hague the 4th of Jan. Ld oor | 
fferent Methods for reſtoring Things 


T of Alliance 
It afterwards propoſed di 


to the State they were in, before the French had opened and re. 


paired the Harboar Thus far all is well; but then zbeſe En- 
cer, (for Croaftreom joins in he Report with Armſtrong) 


Torn Politicians ; and baving offered what they judged neceſſary 
| fox. an _effeQual Compliance whh the Treaties, they 1 on 
* | 2 | "vn em 


this Report refers, had undertaken to da, in three Months Tim 


them to offer what they judge may be oepodiont, end novrepay> = 
nant to the /ntextion of the Treaties; and that is, that the little 
Rigolle or Gut (ſo they pleaſed to call ir, and ſuch it might be 
then, in Compariſon of what it is. now) ſhould be left ro the 
French; and in order to preſerve it to them, that the Slwice, 
which they had built on the Canal of Furnes, in Violation 
their Treaties, ſhould be left to them likewiſe. _ 33 
This muſt appear a very odd Opinion; eſpecially when it 

comes from Mr. Armſtrong, who was ſo poſitive in the late 
Queen's Time, that the Slices at Dunkirk were not weceſſary 
to be preſerved, in order to <ſcharge the Waters of the Coun. 
try; and that if any of theſe Slices remained, it would be im- 
po ble to prevent the Harboar from being 74 en; whereas, 

f they were all deſtroyed, a ſmall Space of Time would ef · 
feQually fill up the Harbour. But ſince that Time, he ſeems 

to have been enlightened by Ricowart, the Intendant of the Ma- 
rine at Dunkirk; who in the Peper abovementioned, to which 


in Har or Peace, at the Expence of Tex Thouſand Livres, and 
with One Hundred Workmen, more than he owned had been 
done at Dankirk in four Tears, | | » 
It was right, perhaps, in Ricozart to advance this extrava*” 
ant Propoſition; becauſe it was his Buſineſs to furniſh the 
Cardinal with Arguments to oppoſe to our Complaints but 
ſurely it was not our Buſineſs to build, on this Foundati» 
on, ſuch Maxims, as are eſtabliſhed in Mr. Armſtrong's Report, : 
and as have had too much Prevalency fince. | 
France, it is argued, may, in Caſe of a Rupture with Us, 
rebuild Slojces, and open, thereby, the Harbour of Dunkirk 
and the Channel, as deep and as wide as formerly. But this 
Harbour will be of no Adyantage to them, till the Fortifica- 
tions to the Sea are rebuilt; becauſe all Ships of War or 
Burthen were ever obliged, when this Place was in the beſt 
Condition to go out into the Road, where they may be attacked, 
as long as the Strand remains anforrified, and there take in their 
Gans, Proviſions, c. Therefore let us permit them to ep 
their Harbour now; that is, becauſe Fravce will probably, in 
Caſe of a War, reſtore and fortify the Pore. of Dunkirk again, 
Jet us allow them to do part of their Hork beforeband ; Becauſe 
they will not obſerve the Treatier, when they are wo longer 
bound by them, let us connive at their breaking the Treatres, 
Whilſt they are bound by them, DTS > N 


But 1 muſt not diſmiſs this Point ludicrouſ r. 
Mr. Armſtrong's Reaſoning, which was very bad, when. 
he ficſt made Uſe of it, and which is grown much worſe by 
hat has happened face (tho? there ate Men, who ſtill -i 
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upon it) is entirely built on ſuppoſing what is in Diſpute, or 
rather hat is fully diſproved. =, 511 
For firſt, it is taken for granted that, in Caſe of a Rapture, 
the | French will be able, in a ſhort time, to reſtore 301. 
Harbour, notwirhſtanding oh that has been done, or can be 
done to deſtroy it, Now this is abſolately denied by ſeveral 
very knowing Men; and was ſo, in a particular Manner, by 
one whoſe Knowledge' can be no more diſputed, than his 
Valoxr, or his Inte oy; and who ſaid in the Hlonſe that he 
would undertake the Digze or Damme might be ſo made, 
as not to be deſtroyed, in two Nears Time, with all the Ex- 
ce France could beſtow upon it. | | 
But beſides, how could it eſcape Mr, Armſtrong, when he 
took his Hint from the French Intendant, or thoſe who have 
been Mr. Armſtrong's Eccbo's, that their own Reaſoning turns, 


in this r them. Le it be allow'd them, for Ar» 
a 


ment's Sake, that no Ship can take its Departure from 
Dunkirk without ſtopping ſome time in the Road; let it be 
allowed that we can attack and 1 them there, as long 
as the Strand is not fortified; nay let it be allowed that, in 
Caſe of a War, we ſhould be able from the Road, to hinder 
the French from fortifying the Strand, From all which they 
conclude, that a wated Harbour cannot be of much Advan- 

eto France, at the ſame time that they aſſert that it is not 
worth while to hinder that from being done now, which 
France can and certainly will do in a few Months, whenever 


a War ſhall 14 5 
But ſurely it is very — pon this Foundation, and in 
ContradiQion to what is aſſerted, that nothing can be more 
worth our while, than to hinder the French from reſtoring 
this Port and Harbour in time of Peace; ſince they cannot 
oflibly reſtore it in time of War. The ſame Force, which 
t has been allowed would deſtroy their Ships in the Road, 
and even hinder them from 9205 the Strend again, would 


equally hinder them from reſtoring their Channel to the Sea, 
by making Feezees down to the low Water Mark, to prevent 
the Flux and Reflux of the Tides,” which ſet a-croſs the 
Channel; from choaking it ap with Mud and Sand as faſt 
as the Sluices by their Effect can clear it. Now it is unde- 
niable, that if we can, in time of War, command the Road 
and even hinder the Strand from being fortified ; we can like · 
wiſe, by the ſame Means, hinder the Feetoes from being car- 
ried to Lou - water Mark, From whence it follows, on the 
Reaſoning of theſe Gentlemen, that if we do not ſuffer the 
French to do this Wark, b Stratagems in time of Peace, 
they never can do it by Force in time of War ; and by 
Conſequence, if ever it is done, it muſt be owing to the 
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Polly, Negle8, or Trexchery of the kunde, of c. 
it is aſſerted to be publickly known that % Ships, 


ritam. 
| Secondly | 
whether of Har or Burthen, were ever abliged, When the 


Haven was at its beſt, to go out into the Road, and there 


take in their Guns, tc, Now it is pablickly known, that 


«ll Ships of War or Burthen were not formerly, and are not even 
now under any ſuch Neceſfity. There is at preſent Water 
enough in the Harbour for a Ship of 400 Toni, and the Hit- 
meſſes had ſeen a Ship ſail out of it with 24 Guns mounted, 
The largeſt Men of War, which were kept formerly on that 
Station, might be obliged to g light into the Road, and there 
6 but it is evident that Ships of Force 
ſufficient to annoy the Trade of Crea Britain, and to carry | 


take in their Guns, 


on that of Fraxce, did formerly, and may now fail out aud 
in, without being obliged to ſtop in the 


dane, and the erecting a Sluice on the Canal of Fares, tho 
allowed to be contrary to the expreſs Terms, is ſuppoſed 


not to be repugnant to the [Intention of the Treaties; and 
to the Ends propoſed by them. Now ſurely the direct con- 
erary is demonſtratively plain; fo plain, by the Terms of the 


Treaty; by the Principles aver and over laid down; by the 
Arguments over and oyer employed in the Diſputes and Ne- 
gotiations about this Affair, and finally by Mr. Armſtrozg's 


bon Opinion formerly delivered, and followed, that it is 


inconceivable he ſhould report in Contradiction ta all this; 
unleſs a Report was to be made, on this Occafion, in Con- 
ſequence of a Meaſure reſolved, inſtead of determining the 
Meaſure, in Conſequence of the Report; which I apprehend 
has been the Caſe, on many Occaſions. "= 

When the French made the Canal of Mardyle, they cover'd 
themſelves under the Letter of the Treaty; and becauſe they 
did not rebuild the ſame individual Moles, Jettees or Forti- 


cations, as had been demoliſhed, they would have had it 


under ſtood, that they did not act againſt the Fords of the 


_ Ninth Article of the Treaty of Utreche; which are, nc diffs 


Manimenta, Moles, aut Aggeres denuownquam reficieutur. Now 
when they have rebuilt one of the ſame Sluices; are repair- 
ing the very ſame Jettees; and are, in a Word, reſtoring the 
fame individual Pott, Harbour, Baſin and Channel; we argue, 
in their Favour, that they do not act againſt the Spirit or la- 
tention Of the Treaties, provided they do nat renew. the For- 


_ rifications on the Strand. Mr. Armſtrong, in this Report, 


o0cs not indeed allow the 2 the jettees ; an tha 
cuntrary, he inliſts ſtrongly on the 


eceflity of — 
them, cveu to the Level of the Strand; but wg 7 


oad. 
Thirdly, the opening this Port, in the Manner it has been 
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ee that he does little leſk than allow it in « ſubſequent Re- 
-porty'-and- the ſame Argument, drawn from the ſuppoſeit 
Auen of the Treaties, has been equally inſiſted _ 
fee the Ferrers have been in part repaired, and other 
Works done, which anſwer the ſame Ends. # 
But to aonclude this Obſervation ;-if there could have been, 
before the Treaty of 171), any Doubt concerning the [nrenti» 
on of the Treaty of Utrecht, as there certainly could not: 
and as his late Majeſty inſiſted very juſtly, and very ſucceſs- 
fully, that there could not; yet to urge this, after the Treaty 
of 1717, is to chicane about the Spirit of Treaties, in favour of 
the Fewch, more groſly than they did themſelves in their own 
Favour, when they accepted of the Hill of rhe late King of 
Spain, notwithſtanding all the Engagements they had taken by 
the Treaty of Partition. The 4th Article of the Treaty of 
1717, is 8 on the ↄth Article of that of Lirech. 
If, after that, we are ſtill ar liberty to talk of the Spirit or 
tention of the firſt Treaty, nothing can be ever determined 
any Treaty. The Treaty of 1717 leaves the Canal of March 
in ſuch à State as might ſuffice for carrying off the Waters, 
and admitting of ſmall Veſſels, that there might be no Excuſ 
left ' for opening, in any Degree, the old Channel, which b 
the ſame Treaty is to be more effeQually demoliſhed than ever, 
in order to the intire choaking of it up; How can it be ſaid, © 
after this, that the Iten: Exd of this Treaty, as well as 
of the Former, is not diſappointed by» opening this ſame old 
Channel and the Harboor anew? 1 grow aſhamed of inſiſting 
fo long on a Point ſo very clear, and ſhall finiſh it by faying, 
That nothing could ſurprize or afflict me more, than to hear 
ſome Perſons, from whom better Things might have been ex- 
pected, argue for keeping open the Harbour of Dankirk 


1 any Prineiples, and eſpecially on ſuch as theſe; that it is not 


gainſt the Treaties, nor againſt the Intereſt of Great Britain. 
'd' exeuſe Miniſters, who have committed Faults, may be al- 
low'd to Friendſhip, and J. = n but thete 
can hardly be a more melancholy Symptom in a free Govern» 
mem; an that of excufing, and even jaſlifying the Conduct 
4 Miniſters, by explaining away the moſt important, national 
Advantates, *t © The | | 
Ha — made theſe Obſervations on Mr. Armftrong's Rex 
1 „in the firſt place, to take notice of what our Mini: 
ſters did; in Conſequence of it. | 
| What they did was im ſhort this. They follow'd his Advice, 
us far ns it went in Favour of Fraxce ; and there do not appear 
any Footſteps that they follow d it, in taking effectual Care of 
— ings, which he tecommends in Fayour of Great 


8 4. | | | "he! 


They approved his Report 2 They 


cording to it; and the Secretary of State writes, that th 


give entice Satisfaction, Nay, they would not ſo much as try 
Whether France would be contented with 4% than Mr. Arm- 


firong propoſed ; for . — having given the Hint, by asking 
whether he ſhould communicate the whole Report to the 
Freucb, or only ſuch Parts of it as related to the InfraQions of 


the Treaties, he is ordered to communicate the whole Report 


to the Cardinal: That is, he is ordered to ſhew the French at 
once, that we were willing to give up to them what had ne- 
ver been given up, from the Treaty of Utrecht, to this Time; 
and leave them a Harbexr, under the ſham Pretences, under 
which they had ſo long preſſed for it in vaio. | 


What is the Return made to this noble Frankneſ and Ge- | 
neroſity of ours? Why, the Cardinal, ſays he, has put the 


Report into the Hands of the Secretary for Maritime Affairs; 


and that, in order to 2 Eclat, Direction will be given 


for complying with it by Degrees. | n 
Wo does not ſee the Meaning of this Anſwer? The Eclat, 
that is the Noiſe, was already made in Great Britain, and in 
Helland too. It was publickly known in both, and publickly 
complain'd of, that the Frexch had, in. great Meaſure, reſtored 
the Port and Harbour of Dankirk, Surely there could have 
'been no Hurt in letting it be as publickly known, that th 
were deſtroying, at leaſt, a Part of what they had done in V 
olation of the Treaties. This muſt have helped to hinder, inſtead 


of making any further Eclat. This muſt have done Honour 


to that Court, and have given ſome Colour, if any Thing 
can give Colour to ſo improbable a Story, to —— * been 
ſo often ſaid, and is ſaid, even now, that the French Miniſters 
knew nothing of the Works carried on by the lahabitants of 
Dankirk. you l Nai v6 
But the meaning of this Anſwer was plainly to gain Time. 
We had ſhewn too much Haſte in giving vp, at once, a great 
Part of what they wanted to gain upon us; and they were 
willing to try if they could, by Delay, evade perfor. the 
ſmall Part of what we required of them. 4 
I paſs to my Fifth Obſervation, which will prove that this 
is no unreaſonable Refinement, or taſn Judgment, What 1 
have juſt related paſſed in Nov, 1728. From that Time it 
does not appear that the French demoliſh'd, according. to 
Mr. Armſtrong's Report, any of the Horks they had made, or 


that our Miniſters preſſed them once to it. Bat tho” may | 


did not demoliſh, it appears that they built; for in the M 
of May following, & new Alarm comes, and our. Miniſters 

are once more called upon by the Penſanary, who ſends them 
. hk | CCOunts 


Miniſter at Paris to inſiſt, that Things might be recti gd 7 
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Ateaunts of further Works Gatryiig on at Hun irt, forthe I 
provement of the Harbour. Theſe Acconnts were ſuch, that 
my Lord C--d fays, in his Letter, the ho peg” Linh great At- 
tention to them. La us ſee What Attention e gave to them. 
They are ſent to the . r at Paris, He communicates 
them to the Cardinal. The Cardinal knows nothing of the 
Matter; but gives general Aſſurances that nothing contraty 
to the Treaties, ſhall be done. Our Complaints are tranſmitted 
from Court io Dunkirk, and from thence an Anſwer is te- 
turned by the Intendant, acknowledgipg in the main the Facts 
complain'd of, but giving Turns to them, which one would 
hardly imagine could paſs, even with thoſe who have ſo much 
Faith in their Miracles. Such, for Inftance, as this; that a 
certain Floodgate'had indeed been repaired, but that it was one, 
which had not been demolifh'd at the Demolition of Dexhirt ; 
Which is true for this Reaſon, that it was not in being at the 
Time of that Demolition, but hath been built ſince; fo that the 
French Argument ſtands thus, We do not break the Treaties 
by reparing-this Work, but we broke them by building it. 
"This Anſwer was referred to Mr. Armſtrong, who (without 
any Examination, whether the French Intendant had not palli- 
ated and diſguiſed Matters) makes as implicit and favourable 
a Report, as the other could have deſired, 
WT few Months ago, it was, in his own Opinion, neceſſar 
to deſtroythe Jettees, newly erected, and the Heads of the olc 
Ones, which had been left, and that even down to the Level 
of the Strand. Now, the Piles, driven at the Head of the old 
Channel, and pretended to be 2 only for Beacons and 
Moorings, my be allowed ; provided Care de taken that they 
do nat ſerve for the Foundations of Batteries, The new 
Magazines and the new Key ate not thought of any Incon- 
veniency. All that Fance is doing, and which the Pegſionarꝝ laid 
ſo much Weight upon, is 4 72˙ The Miniſter at Paris 
hath Ordets to fay ſo ; But He is to hint, at the ſame Time, 
that Care be taken no farther Works are carried on. He ma 
ſpeak aut in making theſe Coneeflions th France; but he mu 
meaſure his Words, and not ſpeak plain, when He ment ions 
what We required, in Return; tho" what We required, in 
Return, way nothing more than a verbal Aſſutance that Bat- 
teries ſhould not be made on the Heads of the Jettees, which 
we allowed them to ere@ at the Entrance of the old Channel. 
My S Obſervation is this. Tho! we were now brought 
Step by Step to ſee and own a manifeſt Danger, chat the French 
might not only repair; but 1 7 Big Port of Duazkirk, yet 
from the Month of *Faly ſaſt the Works were carried l 
mere tilt the Enquiry began in Parliament, without the Know- 
ledt e or with the Connivance of our moſt knowing Mingillers. 
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It appeared by the concurring Evidence of the Witneſſes, that 

they were carried forward during this Time, with greater Ap 
lication and leſs Reſerve than ever; that the Soldiers of . 


| a iup's Troops work'd at them; and that Ships were preſi d, 
Jt | 


e King's Order, to carry Stones for this Service. 

After this, it js impoſſible to read, without ſome Sorprize, 
that when Mr. Pointz and Mr, Armſtrong made the Repreſenta- 
tions, which they were ordered to make, to the French Mini- 
ters, both the Cardinal and the Keeper of the Seals aſſur'd them, 
that if any thing had been done towards reſtoring the Harbour 
of Daxkirkto its former State, or in Contravention to the Trea- 
ties of Utrecht and the Hague, it had been done without their 
K nowledge, and contrary to ibe French King's expreſs Command. 
They ſeem, by this Proteſtation, as ignorant as our M-—rs 
were of things done in their own Countr „and with all the Zelt 
poſſible; but even Ignorance, in this Caſe, is not very excuſe - 
able in either; for | | | 

Firſt, as to the French Miniſters. Taking what they ay, 
in their own Behalf, for granted, that the Inhabitants 
Dunkirk have been Nine eln active in what hath been lately 
done there, contrary to Treaties; yet can it be ſuppos'd with 
the leaſt Appearance of Probability, that Warks of ſuch Impor- 
tance could be carried on, for above two Years together, 
without any Axthority, or Connivance, or even the Knowledge 
of the French Court ?——ls it, in any Degree, credible that 
the Subjects of an arbitrary Prince would dare to make Uſe of 


his Troops, or to preſs Ships into that Service, by pretended 


Orders, and without any real Licence ?——-Can We — 
that this could be done under the very Noſe, and yet witho 
the Privity of the Governour Commandant, the Iutendants and 
divers other Officers of the Marine, who are obliged to hold a 
conſtant Correſpondence with the Miniſters at Paris. 
or, laſtly, can it be pretended, without porting the greateſt 
Violation on common Senſe and common Reaſon, that even 
Curioſity it ſelf, the loweſt Principle of all our Enquiries, 
would not have prevail'd on the Miniſters of France to ex- 
amine into this Affair, and gain the beſt Informations about it, 
aſter it had made ſo great an Eclat in England and Holland? 
I am at a Loſs to find, in this Conduct, any Proof that 
They carry their Fidelity even to a Nicety ; for it was certainly 
incumbent on them to be ſo inform'd ; ſince it was from the 
French Court, and not from the lababitants of Dunlird, that 
We were to expect and require the ſtrict Qbſeryance of the 
Treaties. When the French Miniſters therefore would impoſe 
on us an Aſſurance of this Kind, ſo yoid of all Probability, 
and at the ſame time give us another Aſſurance of. their doing 
every thing agreeably to Treaties ; will not the — — 
otro 
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pot of the one juſtify aur ſtrongeſt Suſpicions about the 
| erformance of 4 Wen there are tuch convincing. 
Reaſons to- queſtion their Veracity, can we, without — 


our ſelves to the Contempt of the whole World, depend en- 
tirely on W | | 1 aty: 
2dly, As to the inaRtive Conduct of our M, from 
123 to February laſt ; and in Order to ſet this Mattet in a full 
ght, let us recal very ſhortly, and place their whole Proceed- 
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ing in one View. ee * 
| ge we look no farther back than the Year 1727, when the 
new Sluice on the Canal of Farzes was built, it is now about. 
three Years ſince the French have work'd at the Reſtoration 
of Dunkirk. In this Time our M-——rs have made three 
Complaints, and not one of theſe Complaints hath been made 
originally on their own Motion, and upon Advice of their 
own. The two firſt Times, they were call'd on by the Pen- 
Nomary, and the laſt Time, they were puſh'd on by the Parlia- 
men. The Proceedings on the firſt Complaint ended by al- 
lowing to the French ſome InfraQtions of the Treaties, and by 
deſiring that others might be re&ified: This is promis'd, but 
the Promiſe is not kept, Inſtead of reAifying what had been 
dane, new Works are carried on. The Proceedings on the 
ſecond Complaint end in our acquieſcing to theſe new 
Works, provided they are extended no farther. Even this Pro- 
miſe is not kept. The Works are extended farther. All Mankind 
know'it, and complain loudly of it for ſeven Months together, 
An,Enquiry begins in Parliament. Our Mrs are ſurprized, 
and know nothing of the Matter. Although l diſ- 
appointed a firſt Time, they took no care not to be ſu a ſecond. 
I think that | need not explain or enforce this any further; 
and therefore I ſhall obſerve 7:bly, That as thete may be ſome 
Reaſon, arifing from their paſt Conduct, to apprehetid that the 
French Court may not be quite ſo exact, nor ſo expeditious," as 
| we are made to hape, in ſulfilling even the laſt Promiſe 


which they have given us, to demoliſh all the Horks etefted 
Reaſon likewiſe, 


contrary % the Treatier; ſo there is 
ariſing from our paſt ConduQ, ta apprehend that they do not 
underſtand, on that fide of the Water, by Works contrary to 
the Treaties, what we do, and always muſt underſtand; on 
this fide of the Water, by thoſe Words; from whence it will 
follow, that by dextrous Management, we have brought the 
cleareſt Point in Nature to be the moſt intricate; and that 
whereas there never could have been Room for the leaſt Diſ- 
pute, if the Treaty of 1717 had been obſerved, in Explanati- 
on and Moderation of that of Utrecht, our departing from it 
may, and muſt open a Source of incxhauſtible Chicgne, 
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I have alceady ſhewn how!the Treaty; of 191y explains wa 
— and moderates the Conditions of the Fresty of 


gerecht, ſo as to leave the French no Colour; either from thi 
tier. ur Intention of the Txearies, ſur dolng or acting an 
thing more than what is there ſpecifically expteſled ; wo — 
even on account of 1 the Canali;: draining the flat 
Countsy ; or carrying-on their Fiſhing;-oriany other. Trade. - * 
Upon this Foot thegefore, the Senſe of theſe>Wards (Works 
contrary to the Treaties ; or Works done in Contravention ta' thei 
Treatiesz) is exactly ahd-invariably determined: Hut the French 
have been artful enough ta improve out Gomplaiſante for 
them, ſo ag to ſet the Caſe of Daxtirt on quite anather Foot g 
with our M— ts | mean; for with che Nation 1 apache 
believe that impoſſible to be don. ton bus arial ora; 
On the former Foot, every thing, which hath. been done at 
Duutisd, is dired ly againſt the Letier of both Treaties, and 
agaigſt the Intention of that af /zrecbt, explained by that:of 
171% The Kigelle, or Gut, which Mr.itArm/irong and our 
s allow the French, by virtue af their diſpenfing Power“ 
aud tne Sſuice on the Canal of Furaes, to keep this Kela; | 
Gut open, are as direQly and pry againſt the)[ntention off 
the, Treaties, as even fortifying the Town; the Harbour and. 
the Strand would be. N ber2 +? 
Bot, on the other Foot, there is Room for Chicane, The 
French may ſay, (and, no doubt, they will-ay) that the Intan · 
tion of Preaties ought to be determined by the Senſe, in which! 
the contracting Parties Have, by mutual Agreement, execiued. 
them that as the late King allowed them to haven Communi⸗- 
cation ftom Datirt to the Sea, by the Canal of Mardykte; fo 
they have heen allowed, at preſent, ta have the ſame Commu- 
nication! by-theald Channel; that we did indeed once inſiſt un 
demgliſhing their Reparations of the old jeitees; but that, fines 
that Time, and on Occafianof Complaints about other Works, 
made for improving this Harbour, we have not only expreſty 
approved 'their making theſe latter Works, but have tacirly 
cunſenteti aoitheir repairing and ſupplying che old Jettees, 
tak ing uo notice of their not defiraying tem, not of their 
making ather Works to hinder as effeQually the Flux and Re- 
flux of the Tides from chodkiag up the Channel, as the Jet - 
tres are deſitz ned to do; that all this, together with o Appro»' 
bation of the new Key they have made, and the new Maga-: 
zines they have built, ſhew it very evidently ta have been our- 
Senſe, as well as theirs; that the Intention: af the Treaties is 
nat ta depiiue them of a naked Harbour at Dunkirk, but only! 
t hinder them from having a : fortified Harbour there ; that 
they arefarfrom entertaining any ſuch Thoughss ; that hey 1 
their Fidelity even to 4 Nicety, and hayt not yet rais'd owe — 
„ „ie „ ig LO 4s 4 +4 #- i 4 4 B | 
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Batzen an the Strand; tilh they attempt which, we have horthe! 
leaſt Reaſantoafirm —7— Bia Coorratwnetinoookd 
This and much mate, to the — — Eifeft, may che Freweb 
whenever they are preſſed in goon Eanneſt to ſulfif the? 
15 Premiſe, agrecable to the juſt xpeQatious of the Bei 
ation. Nay, they certainly will infiſt in this Manner, if 
they were ſo. preſſed : becauſe whatever. Reafons they: 
have to deſire ny — — — Miniftersi ſhould continde iu 


4 1 cap hard! _ my ſelf that they will, fot the 


Ho 


; two . 2 undo entir 
== at Das bird, and tairly lap adde the 
2 that Port, by. es enen for»! 
mer Greatneſs pod Splendour. } 11 
That there is Reaſon 10 apprehend ſueh- Conduct 6. 
them, we may E by by what we have lately heard from 
Dunkirk; for it is ſaid that Mr. Laffais,c with ſume French 
Officers; had been to ſuund tha; Water in the Hache 
and Channel. Now, to what Purpaſe can this h H e 
are to iſtand to the reaties, we muſt inſſt that there be no 
Water ; at. lea(t, 0 navigable Water at all in the Hutboury 
and Channel, If we depart from the Treages, to what Bür- 
poſe do we diſpute about a Foot ot two of Water, mare or leſi F 
The: Queſtion. does not turn au ſuch Gircumſlances as 
theſe; whether the Port be capable of receiving 30 or 1 
Ships ; whether Ships, of 50 or 0 Tons go into jr, ar ou 
af it; Whether the Depth af Watet be 140818 or 30 Per, 
and the like; but ſingly on this, whether jt-be made a Port 


what they! 


| ty ang Purpoſe, \os- in any Degrer wharſvever, 


Perhaps, we may hear of ſome jettees, ot orher Works : 


| deſtroyed, and a few Appearances. of a Demolition; but let 


it he rem enber'd, that nothing can: be #\juſt Satisfaction and 
real Security to us, but the reducing Davtart once more 4 
that Condition, into which it was — by Vintpe of the Tenire, 
and following them as, the ſtated Rule between us and Frente 
an this Head. Let it be-remember'd likewiſe, that whatever. 
Satisfaction we may obtain, be it more or-leſfs,; will be owing! 
to the Parliamentary Enquiry, and not to the Gate, Vigilati 

— Spirit of thuſe, who are employ d in the Adminiſtratiory;* 
After having made ſo: many Obſervations on the IR 
Ti 

el 


of out Miniſters in this Affair of Dambirky/ Lam obliged; 
Juſſice; io take ſama Notice of the chief Argument, by whi 
their Creatures endeavour to excuſe them; for thou * 
concur to ſcreen em from Cenſure, fe there are, It ven 
amongſttheſe, who preſume entirely to Aify thei UT 
+ bv hath been ſaid-then t that different erms and Aiffetent Fr. 
tuatians of Affairs an rent Ways of acting; bien 
Wc! undeniable Truth, ut as Con n fie it dive 
Nobody, 


: $$ 


pes of res | | 


ſequence they will neither lean to nor from any For 


good Policy, The Fereh have held the 


| French Ship to Strike, accarding . as ſhe was going 


(39)/ ©"; 


Nobody, | who hath any Wit, ſo Common - place Maxime im- 


zoſe on Nobody, who hath Senſe 4nd Knowledge, 
It is true that different Times and Situations require that 
Miniſters of State ſhould both ſpeak and act in different Man- 
ners; but they are never to loſe their Object, althoußh they 
change. in ſome: Meaſure, the Manner of purſuing it. This 
Object is, or ought always to be, the greateſt National Good.” 
To-wiſe and honeſt Servants of the Publick, all Countries 
will be abſolutely indifferent, except their own ; and by _ 

eign In- 
tereſt, but as that Intereſt. is brought nearer to the Imereſ of 


their an Country, or placed in a greater Oppoſition 30 it, by: 


the Courſe of Accidents. Fa | 
Now, let us apply the Maxim, thus explained, to the Con- 
due of our Miaiſters in the Caſe of Dantirk. © 

That we have ſeen and do fill ſee Times and Situations, with 


reſpeft to Great Britain and France, very different from thoſe, 1 


which out Fathers or we bebeld, during forty Years, is true.” 
lt js true therefore, that ſince this Alteration of Times and Si- 
rations, a different Manner of ſpeaking' and acting towards 


- France hath been requifire'on our Part. But our general Inte- 


reſt, with reſpect to Fance, is only thus far changed, For- 
merly, it was our Intereſt to oppoſe all her Meaſures, and to 


deſy her moſt exorbitant Power. It is now become our 
Intereſt to have a Communication of friendly Meaſores and | 


latercourſe of friendly Offices with her, and, inſtead of defying 
her reduced Power, to be only jealous of irs growing again. 
In cultivating therefore the. Friendſhip of France, and even 


in avoiding all Appearances of diſtruſting her, or being jealous 


of her, our Miniſters have aQed according to the Rules of 

fame Conduct to- 
wards us; and this mutual Confidence and Amity might cer- 
tainly have been productive of much publick Good, without 


particular Inconveniency or 'Mifchief, It hath been ſo to | 


ance; but it hath not been ſu to Great Brirain; und the Res- 
ſon of this Ditference is plain. The French have follow'd the 
Mazim above-mentioned, but without once loſing: Sight of 
their otional-Intereſt. : Whenever this hath come into Que- 
— — have inſiſted amicably, but they have infilted as 


ngly as ever; Wirneſs the Caſe of Sante Lucia, that of the 


*- Honours at Sea, and many others; "Nay, whenever” they 


— 


K 
broke, as it was Foy upon the Inſtance of - Frauce, for obliging a 


ont of one of oyr own Harbours, 
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1 could acquire ſuch i Pretence, as ſeem'd conſiſtent wh be 
| | erms 


of Friendſhip, they have artfully enough endeavoured to 


diminiſh our Power, and to wreſt from us thoſe Advantages, 


hich they know may ſome time or other, in our Hands, be of 
etriment to them; Witneſs the Part, which our intimate 
riend, the late Duke of Orleans, ated in ſupporting the 
Claim of Spain to the Reſtitution of Gibraltar and Minorca. 

But I am aſraid it will de found that our Miniſters have 


| ſuffered the Tranſports of Friendſhip to carry them too far in 


Favour of France; particularly, in the Caſe now before us; 


| for which they muſt be confeſs'd inexcuſable, notwithſtanding 


the wiſe- Apothegm quoted in their Behalf; unleſs they can 
ſhew that, by depatring from à ſiri& Obſervation" of the 


| Treaties, with reſpe& to Daxtirk, they have avoided a greater 


Evil, than the Danger of ſeeing this Port reſtored, is and muſt 


(| be reputed; or elſe that they have procured to their Country 
| a greater Good, than that of keeping D#xkirk in the State, 


to which it was reduced and in which it was to continue, ac- 
cording to the Treaties. „ 409) 

If this ſole Excuſe, which can be made for our Miniſters, 
will avail them little, when it comes to be tried by the Rules 
of Reaſon; it will be quite exploded, when we have Recourſe 
to 575 and compare the Conduct, which was oy | 
our Miniſters, in the Year 1716 and 1917, with that which 
been held for theſe three or four laſt Years, as well as the Situa- 
tion of Affairs, at that Time, with the Situation of Affairs, 
during the latter Period. y 

The Purport of the Proviſional Agreement made in 1716, 


| which was inſerted in the fourth Article of the Alliance made 


in 1717, hath been already mentioned. The French were far 
from conſenting N to make this Step; and nothing leſs 
than the Firmneſs which we then ſhewed, could have forced 
them to it. I doubt not but they would gladly have deſtroyed 
entirely the Canal of Mardyke , if they might have been per- 
mitted to have had that Rigelle, or Gut (for there appears an 
Affectation in calling it any thing but what it is, a Chanel) which 
hath been allowed them fince. The Harbour of Daxtirk is a 
Tide · Harbour, and therefore liable to much Inconveniency ; 
but this Inconveniency was, in great Meaſure, remedied 
the Situation of the old Channel, now reftor'd, which runs 
ſtrait down to the Sea from the Harbour, and hath the Road be- 
fore it, in which Ships may, at all crimes; come to an Anchor, 
aug they cannot at all times get into the Port. e 
The Canal of Mardyle runs a great way about, and makes an 
Elbow, before it an deſcend to ihe Sei; and when it comes 
there hath no Road acroſs the Entrance of it : for whieh Rea- 
ſon, Daxkixh, can never be of that Advantage to Fravee, and of 


ö Leave the Canal of Mardyte, redugediaccarding: 


| 1 for the fertbern and werd cm Be 


with Farce, taking Mesſures to — feahem. ,:: 


| but to excuſe what hath been 2 in dice& Contradi 


| 9 
thay Danger to ua, —4 Bs #66 — 


0 

He dete King thezefore.conſemted, 4010 obſerved e 10 
to the Terms 
. of the Provifioual Agreement ;/\bas Ne was ſo: far from gividg 
.the leaſt Way to en thing, that might tend to open tds ol 
Channel, that he expreſly ſtipulated thi doing of eve 


De- 
is. 
C6 We ſee the Difference between aus: former and 24. 
Condud. Let us conſider how we flood, at that time, with 
' France, and what was the general ha ny of our Affairs. 
We were then as cloſely united with Hrauce as we te now, 
and the Maxims of cultivating; this * prevailed as (lrong- 
1y in our Councils, - A Storm fi orah, was then mn 
more to be fear'd than vw. g tus Crar's.Grandfacher 
Was then. alive. The ſamons Ki eden. was. alive 
likewiſe, How we ſtoud with g Tage, and what we 
had 10. apptehend from. A luttignes, and from their Arms, | 
I need not explain, ome there, was ſome Remains of a 
Rebellion not 1 daa 'and a Facohire Party ſtill in 


deing. The Shed TA lot againſ}ths, Government: was carrying 


iharon! was ripening. his formidable 


99 at that time. 
we mere, in Concert 


which he began io execnte-{0 171, an 


Let me ask now any Man, af common vity,. whetde 
en Argument, drawn. from; the Shtugtion-of: to excuſit 
ſome Compliances with wee, mig hot hays | been; - 
With 8 better Grace at n= ime, thun it could be veg | 
the ſame Purpoſe, now ? He will certainly anſwer that is 112 | 
and yet- it is urged. gow, not to excuſe ſOmeliule Ct — | 


the Treaties, and for giving up 10-fravcen.grent — 

dagen and Seewity, which We were in Hoſſaſſion af wy ay 
_ T bis Difference of Condudt is hereſbra nat 20 ba ace 

ſor by the Ditferegce: of Times. ud enen ie 60 88 

accounted-for þ H but by the D — — — _— We 

bad tben other Miaiſters.as Homs ta gine. In 2 | 

ther Miniſſer at Faris ta eecuta them. ns Times hf 0 
tation, in the-Y-ears 1746 ad 17 7, were not moet f 

dle to us thay the Times and ont Situation in che fears) 
28 and 9 avg ont national Intereſt, with: Reſpd@: 1 

#hirk, hath beep beep cantly theſame is both; but mer Minder 


3 n negovigied themſelves into an abſolute Dopenganee 
brat, 007 lord, pr — a Leſſon; hat it e 
— Woes fable to evade or defeat u Parlipg wad 

22 — ores — — tek 
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